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A BATTLE-HIGHWAY.

The Shenandoah Valley, and the Army Which Surged Along It
In Victory and Defeat.

—_—————

By THOMAS H. C. KINKAID,
FIRET SERGEANT, €O. G, 192D N. Y., SECOND BRIGADE, THIRD PROVISIONAL DIVISION,

ARMY OF THE

SHENANDOAIL

The Valley of Virginia, or, as it 1s
known from the prineipal river that drains
it, the Shenandoah Valley, was always an
important factor from the beginuing of
the rebellion until Sheridan Inid it waste
and sent Early whirling up the Valley in
186465, It 15 and was a very fertile val-
ley. rich in geain, fruit, cattle, sheep and
hogs: it was ealled the garden of Virginin,
and furnished the Confederates with larze
peounts’ of subsistence, and from its ex-
cellent, hard and macadamized roads it
furnished n pathway yvear after year j’ur
the Confederates to invade the neighboring
States of Maryland and Pennsylvania,

SHENANDOATI VALLEY.

The Shenandoah Valley is a continna-
tion of the Cumberiand Valley south of the
Potomac: it is bounded on the cast by the
Biue Ridze and on the west by the Alle-
ghanies. The Vailey at Martinshurg is
about GO miles wide, at Winchester about
40 miles, and at Strasburg about 20 miles
wide. ITere the Massanutten Mountain
rises and runs parallel to the Dlue Ridge
to Harrisonborg, where the valley again
opens up GO miles wide.

This isolated chain of Massanutten
Mountain divides the continuance of the
Valley, the one next to the Blue Ridge
being ealled the Lauray Valley, the one
west of it the Strasburg Valley. The
Blue Ridge has many gaps through it: the
prineipal ones are Snicker's,  Ashby’s,
Aanassas. Chester, Swift Run, Brown's,
Rock Fish and others, Some of these
gaps bhave good macndamized roads
through them, and are more like small
vallexs than gaps .

The genernl vourse and hearing of the
roads is toward Gordonsville, and are es-
cellent for troops to march from that point
inte the Valley.

In addition to the agricnltural prodne-
tions in the Valley there were at Wythe-
ville lead works. and salt works at Salt-
ville. The inhabitants were muﬁ‘ll_\‘ bitter-
Iy hostile to the Union and furnished men
and nid to the rebel chiefs. ]

The term “Army of the Shenandoah®™
was first employed by the Confederates in
the early campaizn of the war, when the
rebel, Gen. J. E. Johnston, posted his
forees nnder that name abont \Vim-lmstﬁl*r
to oppose Gen. Patterson, of Pennsylvania,
and it was this army that outwitted the
Union General, hastened to Beavregard ot
Manassas, or Bull Run, and won the day,
July 21. 1861. How Gen. Scott liked this
ean be clenrly seen from the following
orders:

Headaquarters,
July 21, 1861; 1:20 a. m.
Gen. Banks, Baltimore, Md.:

Proceed to Harper's Ferry and relieve
Gen. Patterson, turning over your preseut
command to Gen. I¥x.

WISFIELD SCOTT.

{General Orders, No, 34.)
Headquarters, Departmetit of the Shenan-
doah.

Harper's Ferry, Va., July 25, 1861,
By virine of orders received from the
War Department, Maj.-Gen. N. . Banks
hereby assumes command of this Depart-
ment.
By order of Gen. Banks.
RoperT WILLIAMS,
Asst Adjutant-General.

ALEE'S ROUTE OF INVASION AND RETREAT,

The Valley was the line of Lee's and
Longstreet’s retreat from Antietam in
1862, when they m‘pturell at  Harper's
Ferry 11,000 men, 73 eannon and 13.000
muskets. The Valley was ngain Lee's
ronte of invasion after defeating Hooker
at Chancellorsville in 1863, nod was his
line of retreat after the defeat at Gettys-
burg. The Valiey always played a con-
spicnons part in all eampaigns, and was a
constant menace to the operations against
Richmond. Each year the Union armyg
met with defeat and the loss of garrisons,
and it was®not until Sheridan with his
Union Army of the Shepandoah wrested it
from the rebels that it was possible for
the Richmond campaign to succeed.

VALLEY CAMPAIGN OF 18G4,

In the Spring of 18G4 Sigel marched np
the Valley and occupied Winchester. On
May 5 MeXNeil's rebel eavalry rode to the
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad at Piedmont,
captured the guard and burned a few
loaded cars and engines, Secretary Stan-
tan at once sent to Governor Brough, of
Ohio, for troops to defend the rond.

Governor Brongh prompt!ly  furnished
fonr 100-day regiments for Charleston,
three for I'arkersburg, three for New

Creek, thiree for Harper's Feery and two
for Cumberland, so that the rcad was well
guarded by these Ohio 108-day men.

Sigel advanesd to New Market. where,
in a well-contested fight, he was defeated
May 15, 1864, It resulted in his being re-
lieved and suceeeded by Gen. Hunter, who,
on taking command, resumed the advanee
up the Vallex, or, as Jefferson Davis said,
“An apdacious movement of the enemy up
to the very walls of Lynchburg made it
necessary to send a large body of troops
to that vital peint, which was otherwise
intended for the relief of Atlanta.” This
was Breckinridge's command, Lee's See-
ond Army Caorps, formerly Ewell's, now
Early's: it war Stonewall Jackson's old
carps of fast-marching infantry, known
Jockson's “foot cavalry.”

Hunter conlid not expect to  eapture
Lyuchburg against this inereased  fores,

and he hastily retreated in good order, de-

Ktroying railroads and bridges on his way | gorrecille road, its right joining the Sisth

and capturing 2000 prisoners.
pulse and rvetreat of Hunter came the
event that led to the formation of the
Arwy of the Shenandoah,

INVAEBION OF MARYEAND,

When Lee saw that Hunter's retreat
uncovered the Valley again, justend of re-
calling Early and Breckinridge, he dis-
patehed them into Maryland and to men-
ace Washington, thinking therehy  that
troops woull be seut to oppase them [
the Army of the Potomac and thus weaken
the enemy on his (Loa's) front. So Early,
with his army, left Staunton June 28 1867,
in light marching order, reaching Winches-
ter July 2, where he was instroeted by
Lee to remain until prepared to cross the
Potomae and destroy thie Baltimore &
Olio Railroad and the eanal.

The 4th of July, 1864, found Early in
possession of the Valley, having driven
Sigel from Harper's Ferry to the opposite
hirhts. On the same day the Confederate
leader. MeCansland, entered Hagerstown,
Md., and made a requisition for $20,000,
which was given to him.  He also de-
stroyved mnch hay and grain.

When the news that n Confedernte foree
was in Maryland was wade known to the
North it startled the people, and President
Lincoln called on the Governors of severil
States for 100-day men to repel the jn-
vasion, Huater was ordered to move bavk
into the Velley and Grant was ssked to
send troops (o oppose the enemy's advance,
He sent Ricketts's Division of the Sixth
Corps and = lot of dismounted cavalry
troops that were unorganized, and conse-
quently not very useful,

Gen. Lew Wallace reinforced his garri-
gons with the 100-dny men and moved for-
ward to Monocacy, near Frederick.

Oun July 8 Early entered Frederick and
levied a contribntion of $200,000 jn eash
which was paid. He also took many
&tores, provisions, clothing and shoes. Ry
the way, a bill was before the Fifty-
sgeventh Congress to reimburse Froderick
City for this money, on the plea that the
citizens helped get more than that amount
of Government property away and out of
the rebels’ reach, but had to suffer in los-
ing their own property.

MONOCACY HDRIDGE,

Rickett's Division arrived at Balti-
more July 8§ and was hurried to’ Wallace.
In the meantime Barly was intent in
getting into - Washington,  but Lew Wal-
lace, with his veteran and raw
made such & vigorous defeuse at Monocacy

iy this re-

Bridge that, although driven off, he in-
flicted a loss of 700 killed and wounded on
Early, Sunday, July 10, 1864, and mo-
mentarily checked his advance; but the
enemy pressed on, and on July 11 was
within eyesight of the Capitol and in frout
of Fort Stevens. Bnt Washington had
been succored by the arrival of the First
and Second Divisions of the Sixth Corps
and also by the arrival of one divison of
the Nineteenth Corps direct from New Or-
leans and Banks's army.

On July 12 President Linecln, from Fort
Stevens, saw Early’s skirmishers driven
back and the TTnion troops go forward and
drive Early from Washington for gowd,
and that night Barly was back to Darnes-
town and up the Valley ngnin, having re-
erossed the Potomae July 14 at White's
Ford.,

Early had knocked at the door of Wash-
ington and camped in the suburbs of Bal-

that he aHowed Breckinridge to be de-
tached from him to join Lee. o8 WS |
dead and Fitz Lee severely wounded. He
wans thus deprived of three useful lieuten-
ants. .

The Union army followed the enemy and
planted itself in hix front, and as stron
as Early thought his position was, Sheri-
dan, Ly moving Crook during the night
around to the encmy’s left flank, drove it
back in confusion, while the main Union
army pushed vigorously on his front and
right and Early was driven from his |
strang position on Fisher's Hill npd the
day was lost. Sept. 21, ‘1864, the Confed-
erates retreated in disorder during the
night to beyond Woodstock.  Sheridan
pursued him all the night with Devin's
Cavalry and the Sixth and Nineteenth
Corps; but darkness prevented further pur-
suit and the Union army halted at Wool-
stocl. The Union loss at Fisher's Hill
was about 400, Early lost about 1,400
On the morning of Nept. 23 Averill was
relieved by Sheridan for going into eamp
the night _of Fisher's Hill and leaving
the infantry to pursue the broken enemy
to Woodstock.,  Averill's Cavalry  here-
after was known as Powell’'s, The pur-
suit was renewed, and on Sept. 25 Ker-
shaw, with his division, by onlers from
Lee, was directed to rejoin and aid Early,
which he did. by marching from Culpeper
through Swift Run Gap.

In the meantime to Oct. 1 the Union
army was reconnoitering and burning and
destroyving forage, mills, grain and every-
thing that would be serviceahble to  the

enemy. Early bad been reinforced with

timore. but Lee had Leen so erippled in
the Wilderness that he conld not sirength-
en his army, but still he hoped by Early's
move to draw off Grant's troops from the
front of Petershurg. ) 3

Arain in possession of the Vailey, Early
July 20 sent a force across fhe river 1o
break the Baltimore & Ohio Road, whicl
foree taided and burned the town  of
Chambersburg. Pa., and other towns, levy-
ing money contribuntions and destroying
cropis. By these affairs the people of the
border were Kept in a state of alarm,

These operations of the rebel army
made Grant determined to ernsh Karly
and relieve his enmpuign against Rich-
mond of a constant worry. To do so it
was advisalle to consclidate the several
departments operating against  Barly,
which were the Departments of West Vir-
ginin, of the Susquehanna, of Wishington
and the Middle Depastments, including
Delaware and a part of Maryland,

SHERIDAN IX COMMAND.

On Aug. 1 Gen. Grant ordered Gen. I,
H. Sheridan to relieve Hunter and to
command all the forces ngainst Early. On
Ang. 3 Halleck writes to Grant: “How
would it do to make a Military Division of
the Departments of Pennsylvania, Mary-
land, Washington and West Virginia and
place Sheridan in command?’  And on
Angz. 7, 1864, an order was issued by the
War Department constitating the four de-
partments as the Middle Military Division,
under temporary command of Gen, I H.
Sheridan,  The forces that fonglht under
him from that date eame to be known as
the Army of the Shenandoal, and was so
oficinlly designated by his order of Nov.
17, 1864,

These forees when he took command
were: The Rixth Carps, muoch redoeed in
pumber: Second Division of the Nine-
teonth Corps, afterward inereased by the
arrival of First Division; two infantry
divisions npder Gen, Crook, afterward
known as the Army of West Virginia, or
Eighth Corps: a divicion of eavalry under
| Gen. Averill, apd later Wilson’s Division
of Cavalry from the Army of the Poto-
e, and Torbert’'s Cavalry Division from
Washington,

The first movement of Sheridan was to

1 moved
* making the

throw out Lis forces from Hallstown in a

A mnnner to prevent any flanking by the

enemy; so on Ang.

through Charlestown

10 the Sixth Corps
to  Clifton,
right of the line of infantry;
the Nineteenth Corps was placed slong the

Cuorps’ lert; the Eighth Corps went throngh
Kubletown to Berryville, on the left of
the Nineteenth Corps: Lowell’s Cuzalry to
Summit Point and right of Sixth Corps,
and Merritt’s Cavalry on the extreme left
st White Post,

Sheridan moved to drive Ea out of
Winchester, and Barly fell bock to the
fine of Cedar Creek, after erossing which
he received additionnl troops from Lee's
army. being ershaw™s Infantry Divicion
and Fitz Lee’s Cavalry Division and o
| battalion of artillery.  Sheridan fell back
to Berryville and Summit Point, where n
| sharp engagement epsuel, the loss heing
L2060 in killed and wonnded. The next day
| Sheridan fell back o Hallstown and the
Potomae, where he  remained  during
August, having several severe coneounters
with Early's and Fitz Lee's cavalry.

Aug. 28 Sheridan moved 1o Charles-
town, and Sept. 3 was in his original lines
at Summit Poiut and Berryville, and from
this line having nearly daily encounters
with the enemy and keeping Eiurvly from
sending troops back to Lee.

BATTLE OF OPEQUAX,

The aggressive movement that Bheridan
w waiting to begin commenesd  abont
the middle of September, when Kershaw's
troops were withdeawn from Early to re-
inforee Jae in front of Grant.  Sheridan
immedintely moved forward his Berryville
and Summit Peint line of battle, and on
Sept. 19 fought one of the most gallant
battles of the war, known as the hattle of
Opequan, and that night found Sheridan’s
troops in full and exultant possession  of
the Confedernte’s moch-anbused and much-
heloved Winchester, and Early’s troops,
broken, demoralized and beaten.  rushed
throngh the city and up the Valley, pur-
sued far into the night by the Union cav-

alry. From Winchester Sheridan sont
this memorable dispateh:
“We have just =ent them whirling

through Wincliester and we are after them
to-morrow."”

_The victory had been costly, ns the
Union Army lost aver 4,000 in killed and
wounded and the rebels over 20007 among
the enemy’s killed was Gen. Rodes, This
battle of Winchester, or Opequan. restored
the whole lower Valley to the Union army,
never ngnin to 'I;e wrested from them and
never again to furnish raiding parties into
Maryland and Pennsylvania, D

FISHER'S MILL.,

Early fell back to Fisher's Hill, wh
ke intrenched bhimself and felt so i:(!?:g

“REINFORCED WITII ONE MAN—IUT HE A HOST WITHIN mMseLF.Y

Rosser's Cavalry from Lee’s army aml was
at Waynesboro, when, Oct. 1. Sheridan
wrote to Grant: “My judgment is that it
would be hest to terminate this campaizn
by the destruction of corps, ete., in this
valley and the transfer of the troops to the
armies operating  against  Riclumond.”
And it did seem as if nothing was to be
gained by going further from his base of
supplies, as the Valley had been rendered
valneless to the enemy by the thorough de-
struetion of everything serviceable.
Grant acquiesced in  these views

Sheridan and wrote him Oet. 3 “Yon
may take such position in the Valley as
you think you ean and onght to hold, and
setd all the troops not required for this
immediately here:” also advising that the
Army of West Virginia and the new or-
ganization be left to look after the Valley.

of

LAYING WASTE THE VALLEY.
To earry out this program  Sheridan
began Oect, G, to fall back, with the
intention of sending off the Sixth and

Nineteenth Corps vis Front Hoyal to AJex-
andrin and thence by water to Grant. In
moving back he destroyed every harn, mill,
all the erops and everything, only sparing
the dwellings, tanking all the animals fonnd
and feeding his troops on mmton  and
lamb. In some eases the dwellings were
burned when known to be the refnge of
armed partisans,  The  destroction  was
;‘umpli'lf_- and entirely laid waste the Val-
ey,

Early with Rosser's Cavalry fresh from
Riclimond pressed on afrer Shervidan and
gave Lhim some aunoyance, hnt on Oet, 9,
at Ton's Brook, Torbert started in “to
whip the reliel cavalry or get whipped him-
self,"” with the result that both Rosser and
Lomax were completely routed and left he-
hind 330 prisoners, headgnarters wagous,
ambulinees, enissons, forges and  every-
thing on wheels,

Sheridan say

it took a day's delay to

{settle this new “savior” of the Valley.

The day following the battle of Tom's
Iun Sheridan moved aeross Cedar Creel
and took position on the hights, The Sixth
Corps was on its way (o Front Ioyal 1o go
to Washington and  to Potersburg, as Grant
had now dirceted Sheridan to =end him
anly the Sixth Corps and a division of
cavalry and retain the Nineteenth Carps,

On Oct. 13 Secretary Stanton had re-
quested Sheridan to come ta Washinzton
to consult abont the coming seacon’s -
pavign; hat Sheridan’s plans were all to be
changed, and he was still to fight in the
Valley ome of the most hreilliant, gallan
andl remarkable battles of the whaole war.

Early learning that 2 part of the Union
troops were beitiz sent off to Grant, imme-
dintely advaneed to his old  pesition at
Fisher's Hill and pushed his advancs so
as to encounter the Union troops and to
show he was in force, therehy lvinging
about the returm of the Sixth Corps, which
had got ng far as Ashby’s Gap.  Bat
Early made no further demonsteations, it
remained quictly ot Fisher's Hill,

On Oct. 15 Merritt’s eavalry, going on
a4 reconnoissance,  Sheridan went  along
with the eolumn on his way to Washing-
ton 1o consalt with the War Department.
At Front Royul Sheridan received  from
Wright the following momentons  amd
memorable, not to say historieal, dispateh,
which hnd been taken from the relie] sig-
nil Station at Three Top Mountain, aud
was at follows:

“To Gen. Early:
“Be ready to move as gnon as my forces
join you and we will erush Sheridan.
“LoNGsTREET, Licutenant-General.”

Sheridan did not know whether to be-
lieve this was 2 true  message or »
rusge (we now know that it was letitions):
but he stopped Torbert's reconnoissanes
and ordered his Cavalry Division hack to
!'ml:lr Creck, Sheridan went on to Wish-
ingtom, and in the meantime Early, now
reinforeesd by about 5,000 wen, was medi-
tating how to retrieve some of lis reverses
and began plauning an attack.

From the signal station on Three Top
Monntain his officers could look down with
glasses upon the whole enmp and intrench-
ments of the Union army.  They foaml
that the Union left was thinly ganrded,
and they determined that by a night march
terors the Shenundonh and Cedar Creek
they econld take Crook in reverse. 8o all
through the night across the fords the
rebel elidefs led their bordes: Gordon, with
Ramseur and Pegram and a brigade of
cavalry, was to go along the ereck path,
and Early, commanding Kershaw's  and
Wharton’s Divisions, and Rosser with his
t.'m‘.nlry were to strike the Union forces at
o o'clock a. m.  The rebels had left hehind
their cups and canteens and everything
that would make a noise. So quietly did
they move that at 3:30 a. m., by the light
of the moon, they could see the camp and
fires of the Union troops.

A BURPRIEE AND ROUT.

Our army, not expecting any attac
slept on; but before 5 o'clck 2. m. a thiék'k

fog came up, and under cover of it the

-

5=

rebel troops from flank and front attacked
and poured into the sleep camp.
men, taken by surprise, tooklgo their heels
and left tents, stores, clothifig, guns and
evervthing behind them, the gathering in
of which by the Confederates made a de-
lay that proved useful to the Union cause.

Emory and Custer tried ©Miem the tide,
but they could not control the troops. The
sun came up, and onr lurgu, forming a
line of defense, tried to fésixt the on-
slaught of Early's men, but they had teo
move back and in most complete dig-
order. E ™ - ]

Wright, who was in command in Sheri-
dan’s absence, directed the; Rixth and
Nineteenth Corps to a position near Mid-
dletown to resist the direct advance of
Gordon and Kershaw, and they effectually
halted the rebels, who had pughed through
the camps of the Eighth, aud Nineteenth
Corps and drove us back three or four
miles to the rear; buf, encountering
Wright's new line, they halted to try to
hold the position and the plinder they
had taken by their daylight surprise.

ENERIDAN'S RIDE.

Now ocenrs the most remarkable and
dramatiec  incident of the whole war.
Sheridan, coming leisurely back from
Washington, ras at  Winchester eon
the morning of Oct. 19, where at
about T o'clock an officer reported the

sounds of artillery.  He paid no especial
attention to it, but when two howrs later
he mounted his horse and rode through
Winchester the sounds of guns convineed
him that o fight was on, and at Mill Creek,
a half mile ont of the town, he found
trains and troops already there from the
heoken front. He put spurs to his gooml
black horse and with lightning speed he
flew along the road through Newtown to
Cedar Creck. Ile ordered the stragglers
he met to turn back, and with a will they
cheered the victor of Opequan and IMisher's
Iill. He told them to come on and before
night they wounld be in their old eamp
gronmd,  Arriving at the front he learned
from Wright the comditions and his form-
ationg.  For two hours he rode along the
lines, making new alignments, the men
recognizing and cheering him. At 3:30
p. m. he ordered an advanee, and it was
made with such enthusinsm  that  they
swept across disaster’s track and sent the
gray coats whirling back. and before the
st went down they were back in their old
camp grounds.

THE OLD CAMI* REGAINED,

Early was beaten again and  driven
across Cedar Creek and np the Valley.
The Union infantry halted at the creek,

but the eavalry continued the pursnit
across the bridge.  There never was such

a rout since the Buoll Itun of 1861, The
men had eaten nothing sinee the evening
before: they had lost their camp, shelter
tents, haversacks, knapsacks and canteens,
and were tormented by hunger and thirst;
they had been manuvering and fizhting for
12 hours and lost many wen, yet these
brave men hunz on and retrieved the dis-
aster of the wmorning surprise  as  only
Union veterans could. The only reinforce-
ments that they received to win this fizht
wing one man, but he, a host within him-
solf, the gallant Phil Sheridan,  They
slept that night on the gronnd of the old
camp.  The cavalry pursued the enemy
through Strashnrg to Woodstoek; the rond
wias strewn with guns, eaissong, wiagols,
ro, ambulanees and entangled and
igeling horses,

Eirly's loss  was 1,860 Killed  and
wounded aml over 1,200 prisoners.  The
Union loss was 560 killed, 3,425 wounded
and 1,700 suis=ing. 3,

When it was known how ‘Shevidan had
snatelied such a ;:Inriuu.-a victory ont of
what was in the beginning sdch a enlamity
the Government was mich’ elated, amd
Sheridan was made a MAjordaeneral. In
niking the appointment ‘Liffeoln dictated
the following indorsement; “For personal
gallantry, mifitary skill angd fast coufidence
in the conrnge and patfiotism  of  your
troops  displaved by vouPat: Cedar Run,
Oct, 19, 18G4 wherehy, ander the hless-
ings of Providence, your ronfed arumy was
reorganized, a great l\'?hiu'mll disaster
averted and a brillinnt ‘vietory achieved
over the relwels for the “thind time in
pitehed battle within 850 daye”

The amonnt of material eaptured ot the
fight was extraordinary; #¥ pieces of nr-
tillers, of which 24 had been lost by the
Union Army in the morning and relaken
in the afternoon.  The cnemy Iost 5O
wagong, 63 ambnlances, =ome of  them
marked “Stonewnll's Brigade,” 1,600 small
arms and several battle flags and 1,200
prisoners.  Enrly retired to intrenchments
beyoml Waoodstoek., As large as this cap-
ture appears, Early may az  well have
laid down everything, for what he had
left was eaptured from him by Sheridan’s
troopers  three months  afterward
Wauynesharo,

While Cedar Creek was the erowning
zlory of Rheridan’s three fights—Winches-
ter, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creck—they
were ot all the fights that engnoed his
forces, for the enmpaizning was continn-
ons, amd in 20 other and minor engage-
ments and skirmishes the Union army had
G0 killed and 4000 wonnded.

On Nov. 9 Bheridan withdrew to IKerns-
town, where he wonld have better Winter
quarters amd eloser eammunication with
Vashington,  Early, perceiving this and
thinking it meant sending off troops to
PPotershiurg,  massed  his forees and  ad-
vanced down the pike to Middletown.

Sheridan was ready for hattle, and Mer-
rite and

Custer provesded against Rosser's
- amd speedily put them to flzht,
while TPowell’s Cavalry attacked Me'ans-
Lind's Brizade  (of Chambersburg  noto-
riety) at Rtony Point, ronted thom, driv-
ing them aeross the Shenandoah  River,
through Front Roval amd up the Luray
Villey, ecapturing their two auns sl eais-
sons and ammnnition wagons, 20 offivers,
225 wen and two battle fings, Barly with-
drew nnder eover of pight boack to Lis
eamp ot New Market, where he arrived
Nov, 14,

In Iredembior Lee ealled for his Second
Carps, for enmpaimming was over for the
Winter in the Valloy, bt was still possi-
ble at Peterstmrg. Geant ealled for the
Rixth Corpes, which stapted a division at o
time, so thiat on Dee, 9 two brigades of
the last division of the Sixth Corps lef)
IKernstown and Warnee's Brigade quitted
on the 12th: the Army of West Virginia
next departed, ane division to City eint,
the other to West Vieginia.

At the end of Decomber Sheridan had
of infantry the Nineteenth Corps only. aml
thnt was shortly sent away, one division
to Washington and on Jan. 5. 1865, the
ather division to Savaunah, Ga.

Recrniting had  been very  vigoronsly
pushed in the North mud many new or-
ganizations were completed in the early
part of 186G and placed in the Valley, so
that there soon were S0,0000 Union troops,
mostly new  organizations, ready Lo
operate with Grant or Sherman.

OPERATIONS AGATIXNST 'l']llli VIRGINTA

CENTRAL,

Gen. Grant was very persistent anhout
hinving Sheridan destroy the Virginia Cen-
trad Railroad, ns he thonght Richmond re-
veived many supplies by that ronte: con-
sequently early in 1865, Sheridan began
preparations for a gigantic gavalry expedi-
tion, with orders to destroy the Virginia
Central and the canal, w enpture Lyneh-
burg, if procticable, and then  to join
Sherman in North Carelinag or retum to
Winchester. 8o a new Depavtment Com-
winder was to e appoiptedy and Gen, W,
S, Hancoek, who had beens relieved from
thes commiand of the Seeand Clorps the latter
part of November, 18G4, and ordered to
Wishington to organize g veleran corps to
e named the First Vetersn Corps, was
selected Lo be the new Gonguander by the
following: ‘

(Spevial Order, No. 97.)
Wur Department,
Adjntant-General's Oflice,
Washingion, Fel. 26, 1865,

1. Maj-Gen. W. 8 Hancock, 1. 8
Vols.,, is, by direction of the President,
assigned to the command of the Depart-
ment of ' West Virginia and temporarily of
all troops in the Middle Mblitary Division
not under the immediate command  of
Maj.-Gen. I'. II. Sheridan in the felil.
Commanders of Departments in the Mid-
dle Military Division will govern them-
selves accordingly.

2. Brevet Maj.-Gen. T. W. Egan, U. §.
Vals.; ‘Brig.-Gen. 8. B.Carroll, U. 8. Vols.;
Brig.-Gen. J. R. Broaks, U/. 8. Vaols., will

rt to Maj.-Gen. ‘Hancock for duty,
order Beeretary of War:
D. Towxsexn, Ass't Adjt.-Gen.

Hancock proceeded to Winchester and

relieved Sheridan, and on Feb. 27 Sbeﬂdnn

Our |moved up the Valley with his

su}:erb
colmmn of 10,000 sabers. On March 2 he
encountered Early at Waynesboro, where,
in a short time and with little logs, he
beat the rebels and captured all  their
wagons, subsistence, tents, ammunition, 1
flags, 11 guns and about 1,600 officers and
men, who were sent bavk under heavy
guard to Winchester. As for Early and
hiz Generals, they took to the woods and
barely escaped capture in making their
way to Ric!.mumd. It was quite a _co-
incidence that Sheridan, when placed in
command in Texas, after Lee's surrender,
again came across FEarly and a party seck-
ing the Iast ditch. Their horses were
taken from them by Sheridan’s men, and
Early might have been also, but Sheridan
did not want him.

GUERRILLA WARFARE IN TilE VALLEY.

Wayneshoro left the Confederates with-
ont one regimental organization  intact;
they were all broken up and scattered nnd
never to come together again, and it was
the end of their efforts in the Valley, al-
though the war was not yet over; gnerrilla
hands, composed mostly of men who were
tarmers by day and felons by night, nuder
Moshy, MeNeil, White and other partisan
leaders, still  continued  their  peeuliar
Virginin warfare until the very end.

Sheridan™s troops continued going for-
ward, aml the Virginin Central Railroad
was thoronghly wrecked, but the heavy
rains and mud made it impracticable to
capture Lynchbnrg, and Sheridan  deter-
mined to make his way and join Grant
and to ruin the eanal as he went.

Murch 19 he was ot White House, on
the Pamumkey, and March 26 he was at
City I’oint amd with the Army of the I'o-
tomac again.  Sheridan said:  “There per-
haps never was 4 march where nature of-
fered snch impediments and shrouded her-
self in such gloom as upon this.  Incessant
raing, deep and almost impassable <treams,
swaimps aod mud were overcome with con-
stant cheerfulness on the part of the troops
that was tealy admirable.”

Gen, Iancock, in assuming command in
the Valley, estalilished nt Hallstown, four
miles from Harper's Ferry, eamps  for
arganization, composed of two  divisions,
one of which was commanded by Brevet
Maj-tien. John R, Brooke, 1. 8, Vals;
the other by Brevet Maj.-Gen, Thomas
W. Egan, 1. 8. Vols. The work of
the Army of the Shenamdoah from thig on
was reconnoitering,  seonting and  fights
with guerrilla hands,  The following is a
sumimary of 4ifairs in the Shenandoah Val-
ley from Feb, 27 to April 25, 1865:

Mareh & to 8—Guard with 1,600 prison-
ers from Wayneshore to Winchester, at-
tueked by Tosser

Mnareh 15—8SKirmish
W. V.

Miarch 14—8Kkirmish at Waoadstock.

March 16 and 17—Seout from Summit
'oint to Shenandonh Ferry.

Mareh 17 and 19—Scout from Winches-
tor.

Mareh 20 and 25—S8econt from Harper's
Ferry and skirmishes,

Mareh 27 and 20—Scont from Stephen-
son's Depot.

April G—Affair nt Charlestown, W, Va.

April 11 and 12—Scout from Winches-
ter.

April 21—Surrender of the most  of
Moshy's men, who éame into Winchester,

at Charlestown,

CLGRING SCENES OF THE WAR.

Early in April we were aware that jin-
portant movements were to take place, anid
on April 9 we liad onr knapsacks packed
and tents down to proceed np the Valley,
when on the 10th we received the glorions
news of the surrender of Lee at Appo-
mattox, and never was there such rejoie-
e 08 in this Department and at Snmmit
Paint, ns we knew that the end of the war
was near at hand. We unpacked and went
into eamp ngain.

On April 14 Lineoln was assassinated,
amd great was the sorrow aml indignation
in eamp, nud many were the hitter denun-
cintions of Wilkes Booth and his sympa-
thizers. By this erime Washington wi
for smme time in moch commotion and agi-
tation, and by order of the War Depart-
ment  Taneock  transferred  his  lhead.
quarters April 23 to Washington. The
following shows Hancoek’™s command;

Organization of troops in the Middle Mili-
tary Department, connanded by Maj.-
Gen., Winfield S, ITancock, U, 8. Army,
April 30, 1865

Department of Washivngton, Maj.-Gen,

. Auger.

~ Department of Pennsylvania—>Maj.-Gen.

George Cadwalider.

Middle  Department (Eighth

Corps), Maj-Gen, Lew Wallaee,
Department of West Vieginia,

Muajor.-Gen, Wi, H. Emory. "
Army of the Shenandonh, Brevet Maj.-

Gen. Alfred T. A, Torbert,

Signal Corps, Lient, Chas. F. Cross,

Army

Drevet

Engineers, S0th N, Y., Co. 1, Lieaf,
Muahlon Bainbridge.
Secomd  Provisional  Division, Srevet

Maj.-Gien. John I Brooke.

Fir Brignde—Brovet Briz.-Gen, (Geo.
M. Love—144th Ind., Col. Geo. W, Rid-
dles T46th Tod., Col. M. €. Welsh; 150tk
Tl,, Caol. M. B. Tayior.

Second Brignde—Col. Riehiard . Dur-
yea—I141st Ohio, Col. Robert L. Kimberly:
1024 Chio, Col. P, W. Butterfield; 19854
Ohin, Col. Eugene Powell; 19Gth Ohio,
Col. Tobert I Kennedy,

Third Provisional Division, Brevet Maj.-

First Brizade—Cal. Anson G. MeConk—
147th Ted., Col. Milton Peden: 1520 Ind,,
Cal, Whedon W, Griswold; 1Hth Ohio,
Licut-Cal, €0, €. Maxwell; 195th Ohio,
Col. . B, Banning.

Second  Brigade—Brir-Gen. Green B.
Raumm—1020 N. Y., Col. Nathan . Axtell;
1024 1a,, Col, William W, Stewart; 18965th

., Lient.-Col. Wm L. Bean; 214th Pa.,
. David B MeKiblin,

Fonrih Provisjonal Division, Brig.-Gen.
Samuel 8, Ciarroll.

First Brizade—DBrig.-Gen. Isane H. Dn-

val—2Wl (hio mes W, Comly:
|otth Ohio, Lient-Col. Wi, 8, Wilsan: 91t
Ohio. Cal. BB 1. Coates: I1st W. Va., Capt.
Huamilton Willis; 13th W. Va., Col, W. R.
Brown,

Secoml Drizade—Col. Oliver Woonl—1st
7. 8, Ve, Vols, Col, Chardes Bind; 241
I7. 8. Vet. Vals, Lieant-Col. Chas. Von
IKusserow: 3d U, 8, Ver. Vols,, Col. Oliver
Woal,

Cavalry—Col. Marens A. Reno—51h N.
Y., Lient-Col. T, A. Boice: 221 N, Y., Col.
Horatio B. Reed: 12th Pa.. Maj. Edson
Genry; 18th Pa.. Capt, Albert Gardner;
Tt K. I, Maj. John Rogers; 24 1. 8,
Capt. Charles I, Norris;  1st T7, S0 Art.,
Batteries IC and L, Capt. Henry W. Clos-

=iy,
Brad-

Artillery Prigade—Mnj. A. W.
bury—Ind. Light, 1Tth Battery, Licut. L.
Sparks: Me. Light, 1st Battery (A), Capt.
E. Iy Haley: Me. Light, 5th Battery (E),
Muaj. G 1. Stevens: N, Y. Lizght, 5th Bat-
tery, Lient. J. V. Grant; 1st &, 1., Battery
v Capt, I L. Corthell,

Cuvalry forees, Armny of the Shenan-
doph, with Army of Potomae, under Gen,
. II. Sheridan, Maj-tGen. Wesley Mer-
ritt.

First Division, DBrig-Gen. Thomas .

George Al

Drovin.

Third Division, Maj.-Gen.
Custer.

April 26 Jolinston snrrendersd to Sher-
man at Haleigh, N. C, and the contlict
wits nearly over,

May 5. by ovder of Gen. Haneock, the
Th N, Y. was assigned (o onr brigade,

After Johinston's snrrender recruiting for
the army ceased by the following order:
“War Department,

SAssistant Adjntant-General’s Offiee,

“Washington, April 249, 1865,
“By direction of the Secretary of War,
new organizations which have not  yet
started to the front will not be forwarded.
Snid organizations, except for Haneock's
First Corps, will be  immedintely  mus-
tered out and honorably  discharged the
service, under your divection.

“T'uomas M. VINCEXT,
“Ass't Ajutant-General.
“To Chief Mustering Officers of all

States.”

In the Valley things were nbout as
when Sheridan left, April 30, Col. H, B.
Read, 224 N. Y. Cav., on a scout to Stoun-
ton, received a flag of truce from Col.
Thompson, commanding Jackson’s Brig-
ade, C. 8. A, and they were offered the
sanie terms as Grant to Lee, but ‘Thomp-
son and his hundred men seattered to the
mountaing und missed the honor of being
paroled.

April 24 Capt. MeNeil and other rebel
oficr=w wanted an armistice until they got

further instructions, but Gen. Emory re-
{fosed and said they must surrender or take
the consequences.

Gen. Morgan said that if Moshy and
other guerrilla parties did not surrender
they werg to be hunted down and no
quarter given.

May 1 Hanecock ordered an expedition
with 25 days’ rations for the purpose of
paroling officers and men who desired to
avail themselves of the terms of Gen.
Grant to Gen. Lee. Soon afterward,
around our vicinity, we feund many re-
turned and paroled rebel soldiers. They
were very meek and tame, and evidently
had all of war that they wanted,

During May and June we remained at
Winchester, Stephenson’'s Station and
Summit Point, deing guard duty and
sending ot sconts  amd  picket  parties.
Then came the Grand Review and the dis-
bandment of the Union army.

July 3 the Middle Military Department
was crented, with headquarters at Balti-
more and Hanecock in command, and the
Mididle Military Division was dissolved: our
brignde was seattered to different points;
the 192d X, Y. went to Wheeling, W. Va.,
to guard a rebel prison, aml from there
were mustered out to date Auvgust 25,
1845,

The 1034 N
where they renn

Y. went to Washington,
vined until discharged, in
April, 1866, The 214th PPa. also went to
Washington and remained in the service
until April, 18466,

July 4 1865, was a joyons Jay at Win-
chester and Summit Point. We were abont
to be disbamled;  division  headgoarters
were to be hroken up, stores soll and dis-
tributed. We got extra rations, amd from
Division Headguarters two  bareels  of
commissary whisky was iseued to  each
regiment, aml ench man conld have his
pint aud tin enp foll: o0, consequently, the
4th of July enthusinsm was unbounded,
and the next day we left for Wheeling,
from whenee we were discharged the serv-
iee, with never-to-he-forgotten recollpctions
of our days in the Valley and in the Army
of the Shenandoah.

There has recently heen a Society of
the Army of the Shenandoah organized,
now mainly composed of survivors of or-
ganizations wider Torbert and Hancock;
it tnkes in, however, all survivors of Sheri-
dan's army amd all soldiers who served in
any of the Departments in the Aiddle
Military Division. Capt. James B, (" Neill,
2714 North Sixth street, Philadelphia, Pa.,
is the 'resident, and he wounld be giad to
hear from any survivor and send him o
copy of the Constitution and By-Laws.

A Picnic on the Skirmish Line.

Enttor  Natioxarn Trigrse:  One
night in the Intter part of June, 1864, when
Sherman was facing Kenesaw Monntain,
Co. !, 1215t Ohio, was on the skirmish
line some distance np the monntain, When
day dawned we discovered that we were in
the immediate presence of the  enemy,
their skirmizh line being only a few paces
distant.  About noon Comrade Wi, Her-
rinzton invited one of the Johnnies to meet
him half way between the lines aml ex-
change tobaeco for eoffee. Johnny being
agrecable, the two were soon fraternizing
and  practicing  eommercial - reciprocity.
Hostilities were suspended  while  other
commercinl treaties were negotinted. By
2 oelock that afternoon our entive com-
pany, excepting a few men left with the
gung, had established reciproeal commer-
cinl relations with the rebel comnany in
our immediate front. I think the Johunies
belonged to Co. B, Ath Miss, There was
a friendly disenssion of military matters.
In the supper that was prepared there
lwas a eommunity of interest, Yank and
..lnhm:r sitting side by side on the same

Toge. After supper we mntually extended a

friendly parting hand and retired to our
respective posts of duty, bt doring the
night no hostile gun was fired along that
part of the line. T think, however, that
the skirmishiers of the 1tk 1L, on our
left, did not enjoy an  immunity  from
wiar's alarms.

IT nny of my comrades, or my friends,
the enemy. who participaied in that pienie
on_the slope of Kenesaw Mouotain_ are
living T should be happy to hear from
them throngh the enlumns of The National
Tribupe.—Anxer Satp, Co. C, 121st Obio,
Dielaware, Ohio.

Woke Up.

Emitor NaTioxan Trigrse: 1In
Auntwmn of 1864 the 137th 111 was in camp
at Memphlis, just south of the c¢ity.  Ahout
3 o'clock one morning we were peacefully
sleeping when the euterprising Gen. For-
rest dashed unanmounced jnto our emnp,
we having had no guards on duty. How-

we were wide awake, and for a while there
was # hot time thereabout. We disputed
with Forrest until he abandoned the argn-
ment, nml, like the fox that could not zet
the grapes, concluded that he did  not
want the ol town anyway.

The regiment was commanded by Lient.-
Col. Roach, Col. Wood heing sick. The
rebels were foiled in o desperate attempt

college building.  Lieut-Col. Roach was
shot in the shoulder while gallantly per-
forming his duty. Notwithstanding
painful wound he retained ecommand until
Forrest’s forees were routed.

Onr regiment lost abont 150 men, killed
wounded anmd captured.  We buried
deadd rebels, of whom there were many, in
a ditell near ithe battlegronnd, It

comides who wore in that fight. T shonld
he pleased  especinlly to hwsir from that
exeellent oflicer, Capt. J. B, Jolinson, of
Co. . The eompaites are growing oll and
eray, the ranks are thinning day by day.

Hag.—CHABLES LOWARY,
111, Brookfield, Mo.
— -

In Front of Vicksburg.

Benj. . Priest, Co. A, T6th Ohio, West
Brauch, Micle., writes: At Vieksburs,
Miss, May 18, 1863, the T6th Olhio was
on the extreme right, extemding to the
Mississippi River.  Dhireetly on one left
was the Hh Ohio Battery.  The distance
hetween the vebel lines and onrs was per-
haps 150 or 200 yards. The T6'h Ohio
secured fomr gans from the ganboat Cin-
cinnati, whieh were placed with Co. O,
and monned by a detail made np of men
from each company of the regiment, Our
brigade was composed of the 3d, 12th and
260th Mo, 205th Iowa and T6th Olio,”

o, 157th

Iy,

Do You Think It

Worth a Postal

To Get Well?

When yon write that postal, T will zlad-
Iy send my help.

1 will mail yon an order—gzood at any
drug store—for six bottles Dr. Shoop’s
Restorative.  You may take it a4 month on
trial.  If it suceewds, the cost is $5.50.  If
it fails, I will pay the druggist myself—
and your mere word shall decide it

1 do that for every sick one who writes
me, aml 1 have for twelve years. [ have
foumd that the sick are honest, and 1 have
proved that T can cure nearly all.

Only one patient in ecach forty decides
that the test has failed. The others pay
gladly—pay beeause they are cured.

There are 39 chances in 40 that I ean
cnre you, and I alone am the loser if 1
can't.,  Let me try,

1 have spent a lifetime in learning how
to strengthen weak inside nerves. My
Restorative brings back that power which
alone operates the vital organs, 1 treat a
weak organ as I would a wenk engine, by
giving it the power to act. My way al-
ways suceeeds, save when a caunse like
cuncer makes a enve impossible.  And
most of these chronic diseases cannot be
cured without it.

You'll know this when you read my

book.
Rook No. 1on Dfugopnh.
Hook No. 2 en the Heart,
Book Xo, 3 on the Kldneys,
Bouk No. 4 for Women,
Book No. 5 for Men, (sealed),
Book No. ¢ on Hheumatism,

Mild cases, not chronic, are often cured by one or
two bottles. At all druggists.

Simply state which
hook yon want, amd
address  Dr. Bhoop,
Box 531, Racine, Wis.

Forrest Caught Them Napping, But They

the

ever, when the rebel artillery opened np

to captnre the Colonel, who was in the
his |

the

i : wotld 1
be interesting to hear from some of the

We should be as faithfol to one avother
#5% we have been to our conntry aml the

PICKET SHOTS '

From Alert Comrades Along the Whole
Line.

_—— . —

BATTLE OF THE CRATER.

William Gott, Co. B, 1st Mich. 8 S,
Flowerville, Mich., writes: I have read
the sketch of the *‘Battle of the Crater’ in
The National Tribune of Jan. 8. 1 claim
to have been the first soldier on the rebel
works on the left of the fort, Some om-
rades, writing of this affair, have made
mistakes. If 1 remember correctly, only
one brignde of white troops of Wilcox's
Division crossed the rebel works.  Coh
Bartlett was in command. The Ist
Mich. 8. 8. and the 20th Mich. were in
the charge to the left of the fort. Wae
were thore from early in the morning until
4 o'cloek in the afterncon, when we were
taken prisoners. [ saw the eolorsd troops
as they marched toward the Crater. They
were in columns of fours, with guns at
right shoulider shift.  They formed on the
bank in the rear of the rebel  works,
When ordersl to rise up they were met
with n volley from the rebels, which threw
them into confusion. Many of the colored
troop were taken prisoners that day and
were in the same prison with us”

A WORTHY CLASS,
_Comrade P. . Brads, Co. F, 28th TIL,
Osawatomie, Kan., writes that he entered
the army a healthy, strong boy in 1861,
and was not mustered out ontil the close
of the war; that owing to the hardships
amd exposures of army life, e has never
since enjoyed a well day. After the enact-
ment of the law of June 27, 1890, he
mude applieation for pension, aed is now
upon the rolls at £12. Comrade Brady ia
totally disabled for the performance of
manual Libor, and he believes that the
Act of June 27 should be =0 amended as
to pension at 830 per month those who
are unable to perforin any mannal labor,

THE MOBILE EXPLOSION.

In reply to the inquiry of Noah M.
Reichelderfer in The National Tribune of
Mareh 19, Willinm Harding, Co. A, 321
Iowa, St. Charles, Towa, writes: “The ex-
plosion ocenrred May 25, 1865, at abouf
4 At the rime it was said

2 oclock p. m.
that abont 150 tons of fixed ammuonition
were stored in the ol eotton honse.
was stateidd by Mobile papers that be-
tween T and S0 people were Killed,
wonnded and missing.  Fight blocks wera
destroyed. 1 was in the eity when the
explosion oceurred.”

LEE STATUE.

John Q. Evans, Co. D, Sth Wis., Vine-
Innd, Minn., writes: *“If the statue of
Gien. Robert E. Lee iz plaeed in the Na-
tional apitol, would it not be appropriate
to place two others—one  of  Benedict

Arnold, the other of Judas Iscariot’s

N SCATTRRING.

Comrade Willinme Davis, of Lake Crys-
tal, Minn,, served 18 months in the Japan
Expedition nnder Commodore Perry,  His
ship was the U, 8. 8 Susquehanna, under
commiaind of Capt. Buchanan, lnter of the
Confedernte States Navy.

Martha €. Snider, wife of Comrade
Snider, Co. (. 26th lowa, Leland, Idaho,
wishes to learn what mother furnished
the most =ons to the Union army during
the war of the rebellion, and also to the
army during the war with Spain.

Whalter E. Atwood, 245 Market St
Lowell, Mass., requests that some com-
ride send him the poem, “The Veteran
and His Grand=on,” or “Why We Wear
the Badge,” by Capt. “Jack” Crawford.

J. K. Davdelmer, MeClusky, IHinois,
requests that some comrade send Lim a
poem, the first lines of which are as: fol-
lows:

The last wild charze to seale the hights,
It was g grand though awful sight.
Though thirty years have passed away,
It seews to me but yestenday.

The Moblle Explosion.

Eoitor Natioxarn Trierse: In the
iz=sne of March 19, Comrade Noah M.
Riechelderfen, of the 114th Ohio, makes
inquiry in regard to the explosion in the
city of Mohile in the Spring of 1865
It was extimated nt the time that 2,000
people were killed by the explosion. The
warehouse, or magazine, as he ealls it
contained about 30 tons of powder, in
barrels, when we took pessession of the
city, together with some hoxes of shells,
both eap and fuse, Then when the Con-
federates up in the interior surrendered,
their ammunition was stored there also,

The day of tlie explosion about 30 eol-
ored soldiers were unloading Gen. Dick
Taylor's ammunition, mostly eapped
shells, from wagons, and storing it in
the warehouse. A soldier from Co. G, of
our regiment (the 20th Wis) was on
guard. He spoke to one of the Lienten-
ants in charge of the detail, and told
him lie thought the soldiers were too eare-
loss, as he had scen them drop several
[ boxes of fixed ammunition. The Lienten-
| ant’s reply was that there Lad been no
aecident so far,

The Co, G man was relieved at 1 p. w,
| I believe by Mathias Glinn, of onr eom-
‘p:m_\' (I The last ever seen of Glinn
by any surviver he was in about the cen-
ter of the bnilding.

I forgot to state in the proper connec-
tion that there were 200 tons of ammnmni-
| tion of all Kimds in the warehouse at the
time of the explosion.

Eizht solid squnares of bnildings were
razed level with the ground, with the ex-
ception of one cotton-shed, which o regi-
ment oceupind for barmeks. That was »
new, strong shed, and the day before the
Head Surgeon of onr reciment hiad given
us permission to eat Loles throngh the
wall te give a better cirenlation of air.
As it was, the heavy slate roof was lifted
up, and the trusses thrown out of shape,
but not enonzh to eanse them to fall. OF
conrse shell, brick, slate, iron posts, ete,
woere sent all over the eity.

A pile of baled hay was ecarried in one
grand sheet of Hame rvight over a fleet of
seven transports, setting all on lire,

On one of the transports were three
Payvmasters with  S2.500000)  in  green-
bieks, to pay the soldiers. Weo Lad been
moving so mueh that we eonlil not stop
long enongh to make out muster rolls and
get onr pay.  We had six months due ns
at that time, We had to wait two months
longer, and mustered for eizht months"
pay. The burning of so mueh powder
made the air so dense that a gunboat ly-
ing in the river a half mile away was
sand to have raised from the water line
three feet.

The shells were largely thrown inio
the cotton-sheds, filled with eotton, near-
by, awld in spite of all that conld be done
fire kept working into the eotton, and ex-
ploding the shells, which made it danger-
ong for the firemen ns well as everybody
else, The eity of Mobile was able to mus-
ter one steam fice-engine, and 1 believe
two hand engines. The gunboatmen would
Lelp the firemen hold the nozzle, and we
soldiers would help on the hand-engines.
Confronted by a common danger, we wera
thus early working side by side in n com-
mMon canse.

I forgot to state thnt all the slass lefe
whaole in that part of the eity were some
little, old, out-of-date 7x9 paucs in one or
two very old buildings. 1 eame off duty
at the ecotton press right aeross the cor-
ner from the explosion, that morning at
9 o'clock.—I. & Hemixaway, ("o. H,
209th  Wis,, First Brigade, Third Divi-
;ilqn. Thirteenth Corps, Vernon Center,

inn.,

A Chaplain’s Indorsement.

Epiror NATIONAL Tripvse: 1T feel
like saying that I enjoy reading The Na-
tional Tribune; that I heartily indorse its
position with reference to the service pen-
sion at $12. 8o far as I am personally
concerned it will manke no difference; but
it would be only just to the civil war vet-
erans that it should be granted. As n
private in Co. K, 1st I1L, in the war with
Mexico, serving 18 months, I would get
the $12 for that, and serving as Chaplain
of the 20th Mich. in the civil war, 1 am
getting $12 under the act of 189, so the
bill wounld not benefit me; but it would
benefit very many who need it and who
richly deserve it. So I say let us nnite

on it and press for its passage.—Jonx
Hawgenr, Meadrille, I'a.




